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2011 Lanquaqges: Chinese Second Language Advanced GA 3: Examination

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Overall, student performance on the 2011 examination was sound, with some students displaying skills at a
commendable level. Time management is vital during the examination, as some students appeared to rush through the
last two sections, and a few did not finish the paper. Suggested times for each section of the examination can be found
on the front page of the paper. Teachers and students should try to adhere to these times when preparing for the written
examination during the year.

In general, students performed well in the listening section of the examination. However, some students lost valuable
marks, not because of inadequate language skills, but because they were unable to distinguish between essential and
non-essential information. This was apparent in that some students attempted to simply ‘transcribe’ the listening
material and often missed the most relevant information during the process.

In Section 2, it is important that students read the whole question carefully as some questions may have more than one
part. It was common, in both Part A and B, for students to only answer the ‘what” part of the question, while failing to
either address the ‘why’ component or to provide the examples required. In Part C — Translation, it was gratifying to see
that some students demonstrated an excellent command of both the Chinese and English languages; however,
unfortunately, there was a small number of students who appeared to struggle with both.

In Section 3 — Writing in Chinese, the overall quality of the writing tasks showed that students had been well prepared,
with some clearly demonstrating a high level of control of the language. In the best pieces of writing, students also
displayed excellent structures that had a clear introduction, topic sentences in the main body, one main idea in each
paragraph and a brief but effective conclusion. It was pleasing to see that the majority of students had a clear
understanding of the text type features required for their chosen topic.

Students are encouraged to use their dictionaries to look up characters they don’t know instead of using Pinyin, as such
attempts were treated as spelling mistakes in sections where responses in Chinese were required.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Listening and responding

Students handled this section confidently, responding accurately to most questions. In general, students demonstrated
that they had a sound global understanding of the listening texts, although some students appeared to have difficulty in
selecting specific information when responding to individual questions. Some students did not include all the details
required to gain full marks, especially for Question 2b. Students are advised to read the questions carefully, identifying
key words and paying special attention to all related information.

Part A — Answer in English

Full marks were given if a student produced a correct answer with some minor English language mistakes; for example,
in Question 2b., using ‘successfuly acted’ instead of ‘successfully acted’. However, marks were deducted if the key
words/phrases were wrong; for example, in Question 1b., using ‘cloth’ instead of ‘clothes’, and in Question 2b.,
‘reward’ instead of ‘award’.

Question 1a.
Both want to buy famous/brand leather shoes.

Question 1b.
Because Gao Li has already got enough/too many clothes to open a shop.

Question 2a.
He has a funny/comic/lovable face.
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Question 2b.
He received an award for his earliest movie. He successfully acted in the three recent famous movies.

Part B — Answer in Chinese
Students are reminded that, when answering in Chinese, they must write in full sentences.

Question 3a.

Hh B FRIROR A AL S A Y 2 A A S 2R AR IR

Either or both of the following:
WRAN A EA ELHFMES,  or (P ESAERARKRFNT AL INENZ, )
EA AR E R LR/ B,

Students needed to mention the similarity as well as at least one difference to gain full marks.
Question 3b.
W E AR B R EAFRIN NI,

BESERAII 1 45,
PR = AT ABIEFERAN 1 0, UM 2 97

LT A ST
Information Language
3 points 2 marks
2 points Imark
1 point 1 mark

Section 2 — Reading, responding and translating
Part A — Answer in English

The text in this section appeared simple on first reading. However, to respond correctly to all of the questions proved to
be quite challenging, with a large number of students failing to include all the relevant and detailed information
required. There were also students who mixed up Questions 4c. and 4d. Students need to realise that not all questions
are based purely on the factual information of the text; some questions are open-ended and require them to exercise
their ability to analyse or summarise the information they read and use it to draw relevant conclusions. It is also worth
mentioning that students need to generate their answers to these questions according to the information provided in the
text, not from their own opinions; for example, for Question 4e.

Question 4a.
Qixijie is also known as Chinese Valentine’s/Lover’s Day.

Question 4b.
¢ Niulang: (a man who lives on Earth and) falls in love with Zhinu
e  Zhinu: (a fairy who lives in Heaven and) falls in love with Niulang
e  Zhinu’s mother: does not allow her daughter to be in love with Niulang/allow them to see each other once a
year

Question 4c.
e They can only meet in Heaven (or in the sky) once a year/on 7 July (of the Chinese lunar calendar) each year.
e They are the two closest stars on that day each year/on 7 July (of the Chinese lunar calendar) each year.
e They are the two brightest stars on that day each year/on 7 July (of the Chinese lunar calendar) each year.
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Question 4d.
The legend is maintained because:
e people go outside to watch the two stars on that night

e young people sing love/folk/traditional songs (not just sing songs or mountain songs or talk)

e young people exchange presents (give presents to each other)

e old people tell young people the legend/story (young people listen to old people telling the story).
Question 4e.

The legend tells us that (one of):
o traditional Chinese love and marriage needs to have the parents’ consent
e parents play an important role in young people’s love and marriage
o traditional Chinese love and marriage is sweet and unbreakable.

Responses were accepted as long as the answer was reasonable and was based on the information provided in the text.

Part B — Answer in Chinese

Again, the text itself was quite manageable in terms of the level of difficulty of the vocabulary and sentence structures.
Students were assessed on their ability to comprehend the text as well as to produce accurate and appropriate answers in
Chinese. It was apparent that many students understood the reading, but were penalised for not being specific enough to
meet the requirements. An example of this was Question 5a.: ‘Who is eligible to attend both stages of the Chinese
Bridge Competition?” Students who did not differentiate the eligibility of the two stages in their answers did not receive
full marks. Some students had difficulty interpreting the table in Question 5c. Care should be taken when writing in
Chinese to avoid using the wrong characters.

Question 5a.
FEH [ DL EDGE R AR A 2 AR FRRE S N “DUEMY” WI3E . IBLeAERI 28 h 45 TR . =&/ 81 L4 1%
AT EZ N g,

Question 5b.
IRZAME AR SR “DUER” g, or IRZ AZSINE CEZKE “POENT” #)3€. (or both) FBLECH 60 %
MEK., I TRFAESI T EPRE.

Question 5c.
COPUEM” TRARAE SR E A2 WG, K (A 2009 FERLRD A N % .
VR WA HMEE, UDAE RS EEIER IR .

Question 5d.
AR IR Y, POy EEh B T =4

If students did not write a complete sentence, one mark was subtracted for criterion 2. Language was marked for its
accuracy, including syntax.

Part C — Translation

Most students handled this section well. They demonstrated a thorough understanding of the texts and were able to
convey the content of the passages in clear English. Some students managed to translate all three passages, despite some
misunderstanding of important information; while a small number of students could not finish translating all of the
texts. While some minor English language mistakes were tolerated in Part B of Sections 1 and 2, in this section,
students were penalised for making spelling and grammatical errors.

Criterion 1: The capacity to understand the passage and convey the meaning in accurate and appropriate
English

Question 6
Example (4 marks)

Canberra is the capital city of Australia, and it is also the 8th largest city in Australia. In 1908, people’s viewpoints were
different when they were choosing for either Sydney or Melbourne to become Australia’s capital city. In the end, Canberra had
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been chosen to be the capital city. Although Canberra is very beautiful, some people do not like living there that much, as it is not
close to other major cities or beaches.

Example (3 marks)
Canberra is Australia’s capital city, and it is also Australia’s 8th big city. People had different perspectives in 1908 when Sydney

has chosen as Australia’s capital city. Eventually, had to choose Canberra as the capital city. Even though Canberra is beautiful
due to being far from city and sea, some people don't like living there.

Example (2 marks)
Canberra is capital city in Australia; it also is 8th big city in Australia. In year 1908, when choose capital city between

Melbourne or Sydney, people have different point of view, at end to choose Canberra become Australia’s capital city. Canberra
is so beautiful, buz some people don 't like live there, because Canberra is to far between big city and beach.

Question 7
Example (3 marks)

Freeway allows people to get to the place they want to in a very short period of time. But the traffic in cities is not very optimistic
for people, because there are too many private cars. So it’s better for people to take buses or ride bicycles more often.

Example (2 marks)

Freeway can let people go to the place they want in a very short period of time. However, the traffic in city isn’t very pleasant to
people as there are too many private cars. Therefore people should take the bus or ride the bike more often.

Example (1 mark)

Highway car help people go to their place where they want to in a very short time. But the traffic in the city is not so optimistic,
because there is too much private cars, therefore it’s still best to take more buses or ride more bicycle to travel around.

Question 8
Example (3 marks)

I am working at a big restaurant/hotel lately, because I can speak not only English but also Chinese. That is why | have the
chance to get this job. Next year, | am planning to go to China to learn Chinese and at the same time working as an English
tutor.

Example (2 marks)

I am recently working in a restaurant, because | could speak both Chinese and English, hence | could have the opportunity to
receive this job. Next year | am planning to go to China, to study China as well as being a English tutor.

Example (1 mark)

I am work in a big hotel recently, because | am not only can speak English, | can also speak Chinese, so | have the opportunity to
get this job. Next year, | plan to go to China, then one hand study Chinese, on the other hand do the English teacher.

Criterion 2: The capacity to interpret and express grammatical aspects of the passage accurately
The translation needed to cover the following grammatical points to gain full marks.

—A—5y  (E54)

Question 6: X% had to, had no choice but ...
AR, HE Although ..., /... but

Question 7: H4F (it would be) better

Question 8:  AMH...i& %> notonly ... but also

—3...—31 while/at the same time/as well as
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Section 3 — Writing in Chinese

It was pleasing to see that all questions were attempted, although Questions 9, 11 and 12 were more popular than 10 and
13. Most students displayed an excellent knowledge of the different text type features and the kinds of writing required
by their chosen topic. However, some students produced an informative piece for Question 11, focusing on introducing
what new facilities the school had, rather than the need to persuade the audience to make use of these facilities. On the
other hand, some students treated Question 12 as a persuasive writing task by mistake. Many students attempted to use
idioms in their essays to enhance the range of their vocabulary; however, they must make sure that they use them
appropriately. Students should take note that some of the features of idioms are that they are often syntactically,
grammatically and culturally restricted; a lack of thorough understanding of these features may result in inaccurate use
of them.

Criteria
e relevance, breadth and depth of content 6 marks
e appropriateness of structure and sequence 6 marks
e accuracy, range and appropriate of vocabulary and grammar 8 marks
Question 9

Criterion 1: Content (6 marks)
o HUS T (HH o FEn) At i 5
o IUSHFRRGINIR » 40 ¢ el , BN
o EINTTE A BHSCTIH  BRUTHSUTRE - F
o WNEIRY, AR
(BEERE)

Criterion 2: Structure and sequence (6 marks)
e HH#I:H, H, (Br—H—)
o K14
o TJFL IES HFRE BIFLEERES—5)
o  HITER, BRRILERF

Criterion 3: Language (8 marks)
TS, FKRUEM, MiAeY, RS 8 2, AR IRKIRERIH,
HHBIROER « A5, WR), RO Y, ELUHEGE, 51T,

Question 10
Criterion 1: Content (6 marks)

o IMFMHERHRIT %7t b
o EOWABMBYAETGERIHI 2 e 30  brk AR R 75
o NEIRH, ATREERTE

(BEKE)

Criterion 2: Structure and sequence (6 marks)
o & (hICHRHR) /BH, TARE - EfEE&H—57 -
o Pk IES R RIFREER &)
o MTFER  BR¥FELEAR

Criterion 3: Language (8 marks)
. See Question 9

Question 11
Criterion 1: Content (6 marks)

o SRR (FHEE 3 )

o REFAERHXELRSE

o MBS RIRH SR A X
o AN, AUREERIE, S2AH
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(BEKRE)

Criterion 2: Structure and sequence (6 marks)
o RE4F; BYHEE  FRISE T A o B0 R =0
o JFkIEX R, BEIFREERESH—5)
o HITES > BkEIKLEARF

Criterion 3: Language (8 marks)
e  See Question 9

Question 12
Criterion 1: Content (6 marks)

o PR LB R

o PR LEE R FEIVIR A

o WERY, AWREME, SZAH
(BEEL)

Criterion 2: Structure and sequence (6 marks)
o & (HUGIRHK) /4R, IR4F !, A B4, BEL, —H—4, &34,
o TRk IES R (BIFREHERSI—7)
o MHFES  BR¥KELEAR

Criterion 3: Language (8 marks)
e  See Question 9

Question 13
Criterion 1: Content (6 marks)

o 2041 fFFEHLas ALk
o HIRIXAMLEE AR, MR, FREE T mNY R R S
o HIGHUEEE K& - FTAEAESE (WA EEK)
o FIELGIJLE
(BEEE)
Criterion 2: Structure and sequence (6 marks)
e LEIH - LfFHE - LT - ZH—7
o TRk I R, EFLEEREIN—)
o MITIER - BKIEKERF

Criterion 3: Language (8 marks)
See Question 9
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